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(Australian) Coral Snake (Brachyurophis australis )
Picture taken in Billiatt Conservation Park, November 201 0, by lan Williams



The SAHGe

Obijectives of the group: The study, conservation and keeping of reptiles and amphibians.
These objectives are fulfilled through regular meetings, field trips, educational displays,

talks, special projects, and involvement with government and non  -government conservation
groups.

Meetings: Second Tuesday of the month, 7:30pm, Royal Society Rooms (behind the State
Library near the Natural Science Division of the SA Museum). Non  -members welcome.

Field trips: conducted approx twice per year. Information regarding upcoming trips availa ble
at meetings. Non -members, people with any range of experience welcome. A good opportunity
to learn about & study reptiles in the field.

Membership: $35 adult; $30 student, junior/country; $40 family. Membership includes
subscription to the SAHG Newsl etter, the journal Herpetofauna (2 issues per year) and
discounts at selected pet shops.

Newsletter : Published 4 times a year in March, June, Sept & Dec. Articles from members
and norme mber s wel comed. Articles, i nf or noa thbiuoyr/ ,s efl d edd
etc all welcome & may be submitted by email or passed on at meetings to the editor.

All Correspondence: SAHG, c/ - The South Australian Museum, North Terrace, Adelaide.
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Name the reptile?

There is understandably a lot of attention given to our
potentially dangerous venomous elapid snakes, such as
the Eastern Brown Snake. However, amongst the
approx 100 or so elapids found in Australia (35 in
S.A) there are some smaller, less frequently observed
shakes that are beautifully patterned and coloured.

The Coral Snake featured on the cover of this
Newsletter is an example of one such snake.

The (Australian) Caal Snake is classified into the
Genus Brachyurophis, commonly referred to as
Shovel-nosed shakes, in reference to the wedge -
shaped snout that assists the snakes to burrow
beneath leaf litter and soil where they spend much of
their lives. There are 7 speci es of Shovel -nosed
shakes described in Australia (3in S.A)).

Although venomous, herp books state that these
snakes d o n dstially bite when handled and his was
certainly the case with the 2 coral snakes observed on

a recent SAHG field trip to Billiatt CP. The diet of
coral snakes is thought to be predominantly small
skinks and reptile eggs.




Editorial

| apologise for the late arrival of the Newsletter -been out | ookind for reptiles

Exciting times again for herpers 0 spring & summer - our reptiles are out & about again. For both
keepers/ breeders & those who venture out into the  bushonfieldtrips , i tds a busy and int

Members have been out on several field trips
over the spring -time. On the October long -
weekend we undertook a reptile survey at the
relatively newly named Caroona Conservation
Park (that includes Tourilie Gorge), north -
east of Burra. The weather was good &
included a mild evening with a few spots of
rain that brought out some interesting
reptiles. Some coastal survey work is also
being undertaken at Tennyson dunes and
nearby areas. Over a 2-day weekend in late &
November a small group of members re - [ ‘57 7 R B RG BONGY R
bicolor ) observed on a field

visited Bil liatt CP, north of Lameroo , Southem Blind Snake ( Rampfolyphiops _
following up on our survey in April trip to Caroona Creek CP on October long weekend this year

An interesting list of reptiles resulted , including several Coral snakes ( Brachyurophis australis ) and a
Brown Ctenotus ( Ctenotus brachyonyx ).

After all of the rain over the last 6 months, especially up north, there will be plenty of food & cover
available for wildlife, including reptiles , so it should be a good breeding season. Candt wvwgabush t o
next Autumn to observe how reptile numbers have responded to the good conditions.

We have also conducted several successful public reptile displays, including the Willunga Almond
Blossom Festival in July and the Gawler Show in August

A big thankyou to Jason from Reptile City for his sponsorship of the group. Jason has been an
extremely generous donor to the SAH G, in particular the raffle prizes our monthly meetings. These
prizes have include d a number of pythons & how good is it to be able to have a chance to win a python
worth several hundred dollars for the cost of a 50 cent raffle ticket. So please support REPTILE
CITY with your future herp purchases.

Australia has a magnificent reptile f auna. The SAHG offers members g reat opportunities to get very
close to it . Being a member is rewarding - we learn heaps and have a lot of fun sharing experiences

As this will be the last newsletter before Xmas, it is opportune to wish everyone all the best for the
festive season. Hope 2011 is a good year for you.
[PS - The reptile head pictured at top of page 2 is the Desert Skink ( Liopholis inornata)

A-Zofherp terminology. . . . . . . . . [ f you di

Display Behavioural actions or activity undertaken by reptiles during courtship & mating
rituals, territorial advertisement, or in defence . Used f or communication to other
reptiles or other animals. A classic defensive display is the sleepy lizard open
mouthed gape and blue-tongue that is familiar to all of us.

Distribution The total geographic range of a reptile species or group of reptiles.

Diurnal Active during daylight hours



Pr es |/ dreport 0 s

The SAHG remains a respected non -government organisation of community volunteers concerned about
environmental issues affecting South Australia and committed to field surveys involving the study of reptiles and
frogs. We support members and those m aking enquiries about the keeping needs of reptiles and frogs. Our
success as a group is due to our individual passions and our combined knowledge, which we are willing to share with
others.

As President | would like to say THANK YOU to the OUTGOING SAHG COMMITTEE MEMBERS ; to Shaun
Thomas as past Secretary, and to Gavin Kluske now in Naracoorte with his family and new life away from Adelaide.
THANK YOU to the dedication and commitment by continuing SAHG Committee members;

Peter Whitehead for managing our finances.

lan Williams for his skill in producing our Newsletter.

Zoe Bowen for keeping us on task and attending to the Scientific Permit requirements.

Peter Majoros for his organisation of displays and involvement in public talks.

Belinda Copland for her efforts to take on the challenges as our SAHG Membership Officer.

Cameron Watson for maintaining our website and assisting on displays.

Luke Eskau as librarian and active participation on displays.

Paul Meegan for his enthusiasm and contribution on field t  rips and committee meetings.

Shawn Doyle, Chris Fleming and Brian Burke for their time and efforts to fundraise and organise monthly raffles
eachmonth,and to Brian for taking on the vacant Secretaryds posi
Anne Thomas for organising tea and coffee at our monthly meetings &, contribution assisting displays . and lastly
to Bernie Ryan for joining our SAHG Committee and his participation on recent SAHG activities.

A huge THANK YOU to Jason & REPTILE CITY as our main sponsor, for the significant contributions to our
fundraising and raffle prizes and the expertise he has provides to members needing advice and wanting to make
purchases; to Steve Giddings for organising food supplies regularly needed by members; to Mark Hutchinson,
Curator o f Reptiles with SA Museum for mentoring and advising our group and individual members, identifying
herps and for providing accurate information and updates and to Carolyn Kovach at the SA Museum for also
assisting SAHG members. On behalf of the SAHG | woul d like to formally thank the Nature Conservation Society
who provid ed their conference rooms free of charge each month for us to hold Committee meetings

In the last 12 months the SAHG committee has been operating more formally with minutes to manage behin d the
scene events and issues. We developed a document titted  Protocols for SAHG Field Surveys and Camping . This is
to maximise camping and field survey experiences for families, younger members and to provide further guidance

to leaders by outline roles and responsibilities. Thank you to Paul Meegan for initiating the document and to Zoe
Bowden for editing the final version.

THE FUTURE always contains its challenges, as a group like ours keeps changing. While the current SAHG
Committee has the experience and skill to meet the needs of our group, it is important to encourage new SAHG
members to participate on our committee. By developing a bigger picture, improving skills, gaining experiences, we
can support and nurture members to lead and with guidance ta ke on responsibilities. We always encourage and
welcome members to contribute to Newsletter articles, document their herp experiences, to participate on
displays and assist leading surveys.

While it has been difficult with some committee members living fu rther away to attend Committee meetings at
the NCSSA rooms on the second Tuesday each month, a decision was made for the Committee to trial 6pm
Committee meetings on the second Tuesday before our 7:30 meeting. This will require greater organisation behind
the scenes to attend to details before our meetings.

There is also the need for brief weekend walks and excursions getting to know local areas and to support other
community groups involved with environmental issues, without becoming overcommitted. Lastly a future review and
update our Old Constitution needs to occur. This should reflect changes within the SAHG, the needs of our
members and provide insight into our roles and responsibilities.

KEEP IN TOUCH and HAPPY HERPING.
Peter Matejcic (SAHG President July 2010)



S.A4 Largest Reptile Shop

® REPTILES * FOODS * VIVARIUMS ® ACCESSORIES

Jason Lapins & Michel Newchurch are the owners of "Reptile City".
We have ten years experiance in keeping & breeding reptiles.

e Breeding & selling our own Pythons, Monitors, Dragons & Skinks.
e We also buy captive bred reptiles.

e We keep & sell, Crocks, Turtles, Frogs, Tarantulas, Scorpions, Stick
Insects & Giant Cockroaches.

e Selling all types off frozen foods & live Insects.
e Most importantly we have ongoing support for your reptiles!

e "Reptile City" has two rare species of monitor, we have on a breeding
program & we hope to have success this year.

(08) 8186 1951

86 Beach Rd Christies Beach 5165

Heard this one.................

This joked s  bgeimgmround recently :

As | tell this story my bruised & black eye is hurting

0 Got my el dPacé for &iobirthdaythe other week

And recently got my other son an iPod for his .

/! was exci ted when the family got toget her an

asl got my wife an iRon for her birthday

And that was when the fight started............................



January Members Meeting
Tuesday Jan 8th 2011

An evening walk in Black Hill Conservation Park
Meet at top of Addison Rd, Athelstone at 1800hours for 1830 start

Note din January there will not be the usual meeting at the Museum Science Centre
More information : contact Peter Matejcic (home phone 82589875, mobile 0400292311, or
lan Williams (home phone 82616070, mobile 0427732058)
The walk may be cancelled if weather is extremely hot & there are fire bans or park closure

Obituary

It is with great sadness that in June this year we
said farewell to one of South Australia & early
herpetology pioneers, Ted Mertens. Although Teds
life has been filled with other interests in recent
years, including the establishment and curation of a
War Museum at the Port Pirie RSL Clu b, for most of
Teds 62 years his heart and soul was devoted to
environmental awareness, with a strong lean
towards reptiles and in particular snakes.

Ted was catching venomous snakes by the time he
was six and after his return from serving in the
Vietnam W ar, he nurtured this passion by opening a
pet shop, 6Fins, Feat her,s
with his wife Angela. This lead to dreams of
greater ventures that resulted in the establishment

of Bowman Park, a Reptile/Fauna park at Crystal
Brook. During t hese years Ted pushed the
conservation message through his reptile shows at
the Park, and other community events around the

State. He was wel |l known as

PtPi ri ed, and isnacergcateatora riny a .

backyards around the region. In his pursuit to raise awareness and funds for conservation Ted set a
world record for sitting in a pit with 50 venomous snakes for 72 hours and was also involved in
collecting venom to assist CSL in production of antivenom. He conducted TAFE environmental courses ,
and in his unofficial role as a great mentor and teacher, wrote 7 childrens 6books on snakes which were

circulated in 24 -countries.

In the past Ted has shared his knowledge and enthusiasm with the SAHG membership and the olde r
members will remember his antics and the natural bond he held with the creatures we all love and
respect .

On behalf of the SAHG we pass on our respects and sympathy to his family, wife Angela, children
Justin and Nicole and daughter -in-law, Melissa.

Darren Niejalke & Helen Owens



Meeting s report

June Meeting
About 40 members attended the June meeting. 6Show & tellsd were interesti
showing several of his small skink species, the Adelaide snake -eye (Morethia adelaidensis ), Common

Snake-eye (Morethia boulengeri ), & Spotted Slider ( Lerista punctatovittata ). Gary has written several

articles on keeping & breeding Morethia spp & one appears later in this newsletter. Jess brought in an

adult & a juvenile Central Bearded Dragon ( Pogona viticeps ). Guest speaker on this evening was the

welkk nown Mar k Hutchinson, Senior researcher & Curator o
the evening was OHé&A ps Dbtvreactiitgyn , Nesveme ad dHeprovdedan & mor
enterta ining update on the recent taxonomic changes to some of our reptiles, including new species and

name changes. Several have already been described in earlier newsletters.  Amongst his species topics

he spoke about the name changes to the stone gecko genera Diplodactylus & Lucasium & the

description of new species including the Southern Sandplain Gecko (  Lucasium bungabinng found in the

southern deserts of SA & WA.

He also mentioned that a second
specimen of the recently described
Central Ranges Taipan (Oxyuranus
temporalis) has possibly been found in
May near llkurlka Roadhouse on Anne
Beadell Highway in Great Victoria
Desert. The specimen identity is being
confirmed at WA Museum.

Pictured at right, Mark Hutchinson with
some Ogrape juiced err

his talk at June Meeting

July Meeting
This was the AGM & a new Committee was elected .

August Meeting
Anot her good attendance of 40 members. Unusuall there
Our President, Peter Matejcic showed some [ bk as il N ok :
interesting pictures taken on a recent short walk

in Black Hill Conservation Park. An unusual find
under a rock was a Tawny Dragon ( Ctenophorus
decresir) curled up in close contact with a Banjo
Frog ( Limnodynastes dumerili ).

The second speaker, lan Willia ms provided a
picture show of his July trip to the flooded
Cooper Creek in the far north of S.A. He spent 4
days camped near the temporary ferry crossing
on the Birdsville Track. Some of his pictures are

presented later on in the newsletter



Meeting s report cont 6 d

September Meeting
32 people came along to the September meeting to hear
tell s6 Shaun Thomas di spl ay e dNotedhis scatug ermmed CGdriaus. Weé g e r S
always love to see elapid s & they certainly @rab6t he audi enceds attention

Then long time member & past President Helen Owens , from the Science section of DENR , provided an
update on the revised her pet ol ogy section of t he 0 Thésnresausce o f S.
comprises listing s and distribution maps for all of the reptiles and amphibians found in S.A. It is avery

valuable resource for members to have access to , and Helen has kindly provided a written summary

that is presented later on inth e newsletter .

The main speaker for the
evening was Mr Nick
Crouch, a TAFE lecturer &
member of the Tennyson
Dunes Coast Care Group.
Nick spoke about the
history of these 6000 year
old dunes, their
signific ance, some of flora
& fauna present, and most
importantly the threats to
the Tennyson Dunes,

including  feral  plants,
erosion & human activity Paul Meegan with September guset speaker, Nick Crouch
He also spoke about the rehabilitation work being under  taken by the Coast Care Group and protection

measures that are & will be needed if the dunes are to survive.

Laura & Shawn drawing the raffle  at Sept meeting Not normally shy



Meetings report cont 6 d

October Meeting

Peter Matejcic spoke about a weekend visit to the Coorong National Park. He stayed at the Coorong

Wilderness Lodge on the banks of the lower Coorong Lakes onthe 25 ™ & 26™ September. The Coorong
Wilderness Lodge offers powered and un -powered camping sites suitable for caravan s & tents, as well

as cabins for those desiring more comfort. He described his opportunistic walks along the exposed

limestone ledges, sand dune slopes, and wetland areas. The weekend included a visit to Parnka Point a

narrow opening, which separates the north Coorong lakes from the southern lakes. Parnka Point within

the Coorong National Park also offers bush camping. Her ps encountered included: 3
Skinks (Lerista bougainvilli ), 6 Four -toed
Earless Skinks ( Hemiergi s peronii), 3 Inland
Bearded Dragons (Pogona vitticeps), an
adult Lined Worm -lizard ( Aprasia striolata),
an adult Eastern Brown Snake ( Pseudonaja
textilis ), 7 live and 8 road -killed Sleepy
Lizards ( 7iligua rugosa) and 3 Southern
Grass Skinks ( Pseudemoia ertrecasteauxif ),
photographed at right .

The second part of the meeting included
highlights and a summary of our October
long weekend field trip to  Caroona Creek i y % $
Conservation Park. Photographs provided scenes of our group in action, reptlle species recorded and
the five vegetation sites selected. The survey included opportunistic searches and spotlighting along
Caroona Creek, Tourilie Gorge, rocky ridges and areas of chenopod plain. A full repor t of the trip  will
appear in a subsequent newsletter.

=

Members & friends enjoying a break



Meetings report cont 6 d

November Meeting
The 30 members who attended were entertained by some
followed by presentations from several of our members.

As the pics (right) reveal,
Steve had his hands full
displaying his 2.4m Atherton
Tablelands Jungle Carpet
Pyt hon, named ¢
Bradley (pictured below,far
right) showed us his Juvenile
Spotted  Python, named
0Str i Gaeyd prought in
several of his Morethia skink
collection, including some

hatchling M. adelaidensis

Occasionally members also bring in other animal besides reptiles, & at this meeting Chris & Shawn

showed us several very cute 3 month old squirrel gliders (  Petarus norfolcensis ).

The final presentation for the evening was given by Paul Meegan, one ofourv ery experienced o6f
Paul spoke about his July trip to Bellingen, which is approx 20km south  -west of Coffs Harbour in NSW.

He showed pics from several of the local national parks, & although the weather was not the best for

herps, he still managed t o locate & photograph a few herps. In addition to the herps pictured below, he

also observed and photographed an Eastern Small -eyed Snake (Cryptophis nigrescens) and some
interesting mammals.

Our first speaker &
popular member was
Luke Eskau (picture near
right). Luke described
the orchids that he has
observed whilst out in
bush, including Hale CP.
He then showed us his
captive juvenile Frilled
Lizard both in picture &

reality.

Skink pictured at
near right, the
Southern Calyptotis
(Calyptotis
ruficaud &)

Frog at far right is

Keferstein
Bleating Tree Frog
(Litoria dentata )
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Reptile & amphibian distribution maps

Updates to Herpetology Secti on @yHelrQsvaens WENRoO f

SA V

The 0Census of South AusfiakitapuVYéi sbledat @asd98&sin har

of the Vertebrates of South Australiabd. A second
The 3™ edition was the first to include distribution maps for all species based on records from the

South Australian Museum and the Biological Database of South Australia (BDBSA). The Census
provides users with a complete listing of the  current taxonomy, conservation status and distribution of
vertebrate species in South Australia

The 4™ edition has taken on a new electronic (eBook) format, replacing the traditional hardcopy. This
will allow the information to be updated more regularly, incorporating taxonomic changes and new
discoveries. Of course there is still a need for a hardcopy, particula rly for use in the field, so users
are encouraged to print of the chapters and updates from the internet as required.

The 4™ edition was first released in 2009 via the internet with the updated Amphibian chapter.

A second update has just been completed which adds the Reptile taxonomy and distribution maps and
recent taxonomic revisions to the Amphibian chapter. The next update is planned for early 2011 and
should add Bird taxonomy and distribution maps and Mammal and Fish taxonomy.

The reptile and amphi bian maps represent a collation of over 118 000 records. A high percentage of
these are verified by museum specimens, and all have been validated by vetting committees, resulting

in the production of very high quality species distribution maps. Major sour ces of data include the
South Australian Museum and the systematic field work of the Biological Survey of South Australia
carried out by the South Australian Department of Environment and Natural Resources, SA Museum
personnel and volunteers over the past 30 years. Thanks also to the SAHG members who have provided
feedback on draft maps and to everyone involved in field trips over the years that have collected
valuable data.

188. Western Bluetongue
Tiliqua occipitalis

Sighting -pre 1970

Western Blue -tongue pictured above with a copy et
of its distribution map from the DENR 6C g 8
of SA Vertebrateséo

The Census is available for download through the DENR website
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/science/bio  -discovery/census -vertebrates.html
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Trip report

The Cooper 0s... mafewpias.o.d .... aylan Williams

Over t he yheaadradot of peaple talk about the flooding of the Cooper Creek . I t was opportune to go and
see for myself. So in July this year my wife & packed the camper trailer & headed about 800 north of Adelaide to

where the Cooper had flooded the Birdsville Track . The pictures below show the massive amount of water that
had come down the Cooper as a result of heavy rains in SW QIld, and the single car ferry used to transport
vehicles across the flooded creek. Being July , herps were s carce but a couple were observed.

Diplodactylus conspicillatus

Water everywhere A keen young herper had captured the gecko during his
travels

MV Tom Brennan & used years ago to cross the creek

Single car ferry in use permitting vehicles to cross flood
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